Dear Parents,

Welcome to third grade!  I hope you and your family had a wonderful summer, and you are ready for the start of a new school year.   I am really looking forward to another fantastic year at Bishop Marshall.  In this letter you will find general information on the third grade curriculum and detailed information on homework expectations.  I would suggest keeping this letter to reference throughout the school year.

Introduction

My name is Kate Curran and this will be my seventh year teaching at BJAMS.  My bachelor’s degree is from DePauw University with a major in American History and minors in English and Religious Studies.  I received my certification through the Elementary Education Master’s program at Johnson State College and am currently pursuing my master’s degree in Elementary Education through Johnson as well.  
If you have any questions or concerns at anytime, please feel free to call, email or send a note.  I am available before or after school to meet with you.

Weekly Communication/ Newsletter

Instead of a printed or emailed weekly newsletter, I have created a class website.  I update the website on Sundays and will then send you an email to let you know that I have updated it.  I upload many of the required school forms and letters that go home.  Please take time to peruse the website over the summer.  Please keep in mind that the information you are looking at is from last year.  I will not clear the website of last year’s information until the beginning of the school year.

Here is the link to the site:

https://sites.google.com/site/bjams3rdgrade/
The class calendar will include homework assignments, assessments, book project due dates, test dates or any other activities that are planned that you should be aware of.  

The weekly updates will be under the heading Class Announcements/Newsletter.

The homepage will have links to various documents such as the Book Project information, this letter, etc.

If you do not check email or use the Internet, please let me know and I will print out the information for you each week.

Supplies

The school provides most of the school supplies that your child will need. If your child brings in his or her own crayons or markers, etc. please just label them with your child’s name.  Please do not bring in pens, as students will be provided with a pen if one is needed.  Also, please do not bring in a binder to use as a folder.  Desks are not large enough to fit a binder.  Below is a short list of the items your child should bring on the first day of school:

· Durable two-pocket folder for homework and papers that should come home

· 1 box of tissues and 1 bottle of disinfecting wipes
Google Account and Khan Academy

Khan Academy is a website with individualized lessons for students that are leveled according to each child’s abilities.  We will be using this site for math primarily.  Each child must be registered by a parent in order to use the site.  I will link them to my account once school gets started.  

Please find time this summer to sign your child up for Khan Academy by going to the website www.khanacademy.org
Please also sign the parent permission slip for me to set up a Google account for your child.  We will be using Google Apps in class so each child will need an account in order to use these programs.  I will create their accounts and share the email address and password with you once the permission slip is returned.
Homework

Your child will have homework Monday through Thursday unless otherwise posted.  Homework is extremely important as it allows you to be involved in your child’s learning, and it reinforces the lessons from the day.  Your child will have Math and Language Arts homework.  Math worksheets will come home each night.  All Wordly Wise homework will be done in the Wordly Wise workbook which should travel back and forth from home to school each day and night. Corrections on homework will be done in class or recess time.  

If your child forgets his or her homework or doesn’t do the homework, he or she will receive half credit for late homework or no credit for homework that is not turned in at all.  Students are expected to be responsible for homework by third grade.

Math

The 3rd grade math curriculum continues with Saxon math as in 2nd grade.  Your child will generally have math homework four nights per week-Monday through Thursday.  Assessments will be given on Friday. Grades will be figured by combining students’ homework credit and assessment scores.

Spelling/ Wordly Wise
Spelling words will come from the Wordly Wise book.  I will provide more information on this as the school year begins.
Theme:  Science/ Social Studies

Theme includes both Science and Social Studies.  Science topics will include force, ecosystems, heredity, biological evolution, and Earth’s systems.  The curriculum will follow the Next Generation Science standards.  More detail on these topics can be found at http://www.nextgenscience.org/sites/ngss/files/3%20combined%20DCI%20standards%206.13.13.pdf
 Social Studies topics will include economics, history, government, and geography.
Religion

Third grade religion uses the Image of God series.  This workbook is based on the teachings of Pope John Paul II.  The content will include the study of the parables, seven sacraments and focus on the Ten Commandments.
Reading

We use two programs for Reading.  One part of the reading curriculum is Scott Foresman.  The Scott Foresman program includes a series of short stories that focus on different aspects of literature-setting, characters, theme, and plot.  Students develop skills in predicting, drawing conclusions, deciphering between fact and opinion, author’s purpose, and identifying the main idea and supporting details.  Assessments will focus on vocabulary from the stories and overall comprehension of the story.  
The SRA program is the other part of the reading curriculum.  SRA is individualized independent leveled reading program.  Students work to achieve at the 90th percentile in order to move up in the leveled readers.  
Students are also expected to complete three book projects throughout the year-one per trimester.  A detailed packet with this information will be sent home the first week of school.  It is also found on the homepage of our class website.
Writing/ Grammar

Students will complete a variety of writing pieces such as a research paper, procedure, narrative, descriptive, and biography.  Students will learn the writing process of brainstorming ideas, writing a draft, peer and teacher conferencing, making revisions and writing a final paper. Students will receive a rubric for each writing assignment which will detail the expectations and grading of each writing piece.  All writing assignments will be completed in class.  Third graders should be writing independently.  
Grammar will be taught using the Sadlier Grammar Workshop program and Scott Foresman grammar which teaches basic grammar and editing skills.  
Email

I check my email before each school day by 7:30am, during the school day, after school and again around 7pm at home.  If you have a question or emergency that needs my prompt attention outside of school hours, please email me, and I will respond by the end of the next school day.

Vacations and Long Absences

If your child is going to be absent for more than one day, please let me know if you would like his or her work sent home with another student or sibling in the building.  Even just a few days can set your child back in class.  If you are going on vacation, please give me at least one week notice so I can prepare a homework packet for your child.  The completed work will be expected to be returned with the child on the first day back to school.  

If you have only one student at BJAMS, I am happy to scan and email homework at the end of the school day if you are not planning to pick up homework.   
Uniform

Your child is expected to follow the Uniform Policy detailed in your handbook.  If your child is continuously out of uniform, an infraction sheet will be issued.

Pick Up/ Drop Off

Your child may be dropped off after 7:30am and should arrive in the classroom no later than 8:00am.  Students who arrive to the classroom after 8:00am will be marked tardy.  It is extremely important that your child is on time, because I do start the school day promptly at 8:00am.  Students need time to sign up for lunch and turn in homework and settle into the morning work.  
Your child is to be picked up by 3:15pm unless he or she will be attending the After School Program.  If your child has not been picked up by 3:15pm, he or she will automatically be enrolled in the After School Program and the charges will be added to your account.  If another adult is picking up your child, you must send a note or email; otherwise your child will not be released.  A note, an email or a phone call to the main office is mandatory if the friend or family member is not on your Authorized to Pick Up form.  

Handbook

Please review the school’s handbook.  It contains a great deal of information about the school policies on discipline and other expectations.  Please sign the last page of the book and have your child return it the first week of school.
Baby Curran

I hope that all of you have heard my family’s great news that we will be having another child.  This will be our 3rd, and we are so excited!  Mrs. Wilson and I will be working to find another teacher to take my leave during my maternity leave.  More information on this will come as the date nears.  
Closing

Please contact me if you have any questions about any of the provided information in this packet.  I am really looking forward to the upcoming school year.  I know it will be another fantastic year.  

Sincerely,

Kate Curran

kcurran@bjams.org
