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Summer, 2015
Greetings BJAMS Families!

Here on our website you will find useful information for the upcoming year.  Take a moment to review all of the information and consider bookmarking this site for future reference.  Please note the following items of interest: teacher letter(s) and summer assignments for certain grades, schedules, school calendar, hot-lunch menu for the first week of school, free/reduced lunch application, food program credit-and-charging authorization form, After School Program information, soccer information, the uniform guidelines, and more!
Welcome to BJAMS!
We have some new faces to welcome to BJAMS!  Our first face is not a new face per se, but rather a familiar face with a new role!  Holly Boucher, our amazing band mom, will be taking over the reigns of our instrumental band program.  We are excited to have Holly aboard in an official capacity!

We would like to welcome Ben Wells as our new teacher of physical education!  Ben earned a Bachelor’s degree in sports management from Western New England University and a Master of Education from Johnson State College.  He played three seasons of soccer with Vermont Voltage and brings a great deal of passion and enthusiasm to our growing program.  

We are currently working to fill the kitchen assistant position, vacated by Mrs. Palardy who worked for seven wonderful years here.  We will keep you posted!  We are also working to fill a part-time technology-integration position and promise to keep you updated with that position, too!

Snack and Hot Lunch News
The school will continue its policy with regard to snack and lunch charging.  It is very important that positive balances be maintained to keep everything running smoothly in the kitchen and business office.  The school requires families to adhere to a Zero Balance Friday policy, which means that families must pay off all balances by the end of the week.  Any account that carries a negative balance at the start of the week will not have charging privileges, meaning students must either bring snack/lunch from home or bring cash to pay for snack/lunch.  We sincerely appreciate your help in keeping the food accounts current. Please see Mrs. Rooney in the business office with any questions.

Food Allergies
The identification of food allergies is on the rise.  There are several theories as to why, but I would like to focus on the how.  How do we address the increase in food allergies, and more importantly, how do we deal with them?  Here are the first steps we ask families to take (adapted from foodallergy.org):

· Notify the school of your child’s allergies.

· Provide written medical documentation, instructions, and medications as directed by a physician. 
· Complete a Food Allergy Action Plan (available at foodallergy.org) and give to the main office. If possible, attach a recent photo of your child (to share with other staff members).

· Provide properly labeled medications and REPLACE medications after use/expiration.

· Educate your child in the self-management of his or her allergy, including safe/unsafe foods, strategies for avoiding unsafe foods, symptoms of allergic reactions, how and when to tell an adult they may be having an allergy-related problem, and how to read food labels (age appropriate).

Your child may not have an allergy, but could have a child affected by an allergy in his/her class.  What can you do to help? First, please understand that the allergy is not a lifestyle choice – it’s a very serious medical condition.  Educate your child to help him/her develop a better understanding that foods that might be healthy for him/her are very dangerous for someone with a food allergy.  Holiday parties and birthday celebrations can be ostracizing for those affected by an allergy.  Teachers will request certain snacks for parties, keeping in mind his/her population.  If your child is celebrating a birthday and you wish to bring in treats, please notify the classroom teacher several days in advance so a safe treat everyone can enjoy can be shared or an alternative can be provided.

Upcoming Events

August 7, 2015
Uniform Swap – You can “shop” for gently used items on the 7th.  This event is free of charge and all are encouraged to attend! This event will be held at the school from 3 pm to 6 pm.  If you have uniform items that have been outgrown, please drop them off at school prior to the swap.  Thanks!
August 7, 2015

Pre-kindergarten and Kindergarten Socials, 4 pm – 5 pm


August 31, 2015
First day of school (Kindergarten families: Please note Mrs. Piper’s letter.)
September 4, 2015
No School

September 7, 2015
No School
September 9, 2015
Mount Mansfield Martial Arts begins 
September 14, 2015
School Pictures
September 17, 2015
Open House, 6 pm – 7 pm
September 28, 2015
No School

Opportunities

Our school is dependent on the help of our wonderful families.  There are many opportunities to lend a helping hand to enhance your child’s experience at the school.  Below, please note areas in need of volunteers and contact names and numbers so you may sign up!

	Area in Need
	Contact Name
	Contact Info

	Advancement Office Assistance
	Ben Olsen
	bolsen@bjams.org

	Art Aides 
	Juliet O’Neil
	joneil@bjams.org

	Art Show (Spring)
	Juliet O’Neil
	joneil@bjams.org

	BASH
	Ben Olsen
	bolsen@bjams.org

	Cross Country Skiing
	Barry Lyden or Carla Fitzgerald
	drlydes@aol.com  or
cnkfitzgerald@mac.com

	Men’s Booster Club
	Jerry Wilson
	booster@bjams.org

	PTO
	Casey Dewey

Tese Ziminsky
	pto@bjams.org




Faculty/Staff Listing

	Carrie Wilson
	Head of School

	Benjamin Olsen
	Advancement Director

	Jennifer Isabell
	Business Manager

	Maryellen Kohl
	Executive Assistant

	Nancy Rooney
	Business Manager’s Assistant

	Teresa Haskins
	Pre-kindergarten Director

	Beth Piper
	Kindergarten

	Erica Silveira
	Grade 1

	Jennifer Nordenson
	Grade 2, Lower School Division Head

	Katherine Curran
	Grade 3

	Mary Johnson
	Grade 4

	Julie Rapoport
	Grade 5

	Regina Shinners
	Upper School English/Language Arts, History, and Tech

	Peter Close
	Upper School Science and Religion

	Gary Carlson
	Upper School Mathematics

	Stephanie Wicks
	K-8 French, Classroom Aide, Spanish Club, Grade 6 Religion 

	Benjamin Wells
	Physical Education

	Juliet O’Neil
	Art

	Brooke Wright
	Vocal Music

	Holly Boucher
	Band Director

	Tese Ziminsky
	After School Program

	Casey Dewey
	After School Program

	Joseph Zola
	After School Program,

	Heather Gentle
	Director of Food Services

	TBD
	Asst. Cook 

	John Bailey
	Custodial

	Richela Renkun Fusco
	Drama


I am looking forward to the upcoming year and hope you are as well.  As always, please do not hesitate to call, email, or drop in with any questions, or to just say hello!

Blessings,

[image: image1.emf]
Carrie Wilson

Head of School
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